
Primos Daily Times - 01/30/2020 Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page  Page : A005 

ByColinAinsworth
Special to the Times

UPPER CHICHESTER >> William
Penn Lodge #19, Fraternal Order
of Police, honored more than 50
current and former Chester police
officers during a Jan. 18 ceremony
at the Phoenix Ballroom in Booth-
wyn. The retirement and awards
ceremony marked the lodge’s first
since 2015.
More than 100 persons were

in attendance for the event. Po-
lice personnel and their family
and friends were joined by offi-
cials including city Mayor Thad-
deus Kirkland and Chief Finan-
cial Officer Nafis Nichols, and Del-
aware County District Attorney
Jack Stollsteimer.
“It’s been a while since we’ve

come together in this way but that
does not discredit the years of
work that tonight’s honorees have
put in,” lodge President Jonathan
Ross said in his opening remarks.
“We are a small lodge. Some of us
have made a life’s work serving as
an officer. That is why it’s impor-
tant for us to honor our officers—
that is why we are here tonight.”
Twenty-four current police of-

ficers were presented with certif-
icates of recognition for various
accomplishments during the 2019
year. Those accomplishments in-

cluded presentations of the Excep-
tional Service Award, Merit Com-
mendation, andLife SavingAward.
Among the recipients, Capt. John
Gretsky and Capt. Matthew Gold-
schmidtwere recognized twice for
different acts of service.
Twenty-seven former police offi-

cerswho retired between the years
2015 through 2019 were also hon-
ored during the ceremony. Each
retired officer received an 8 by 10
plaque, a Citizen watch, and a per-
sonalized badge. The plaques each
contained the former officer’s years
of service to the Chester Police De-
partment.
James Ianni, 84, a retired ser-

geant who served with the depart-
ment from 1967-1987, was the old-
est police veteran in attendance. “I

knowmany of you have been away
from the department for multiple
years, but it’s never too late to put
that uniform back on and help
us out, and this includes you, Mr.
Ianni,” Kirkland said in jest during
his remarks.
“Whether you’re retired or cur-

rently serving this city, I want you
all to know thatwe appreciate you.
Often times our men and women
who are charged to protect us, do
sonot knowingwhat theday ahead
may bring,” he said. “I thank not
only our officers, but your families,
for lending your loved ones to this
community.”
Stollsteimer highlighted the

county’s commitment to partner-
ing with Chester during his re-
marks. Stollsteimer also offered

praise for thework of formerChes-
ter Police Chief James Nolan IV,
whom he brought on this month
as head of the county Criminal
Investigation Division. “I’m the
one who put Jimmy in retirement
from this department by promot-
ing him to chief detective with
CID,” he said. “I wanted to make
sure we had someone on the team
with a proven track record. By hir-
ing Jimmy I did just that.”
“We care so much about what

goes on in the city of Chester and
you all are the force behind the
city. We are going to make sure
we bring resources to you from the
county level,” Stollsteimer said.
Current officers recognized

during the ceremony were: Offi-
cers Jose Alvarez, Robert Ticknor,
Jeffrey Abreu, Geoffrey Walls,
John Benozich, Timothy Garron,
Marc Barag, Zachary Litvinenko,
Robert Schrock, Charles Stevens,
Jennifer Jones, William Murphy,
Adam Youssef, Matthew Dono-
hue and Jeffrey Linowski; Detec-
tivesVictorHeness, JosephMcFate
and Thomas; Cpl. Michael Maher;
captains John Gretsky (recipient
of two awards) and Capt.Matthew
Goldschmidt (recipient of two cer-
tificates).
Retired officers recognized

were: Darren Alston, Anita Am-
aro, Joseph Bail Jr., Robert Blythe,

Charles Bothwell, Calvin Butcher,
James Carr, James Collins, Nelson
Collins, Alan Davis, George Gizzi,
Lamont Graves, Robert Jones,
Nicholas Kruczaj, John Kuryan,
Marilyn Lee, Willie McKinzie Jr.,
Patrick Mullen, James Nolan IV,
Todd Nuttall, Nicholas Repace,
William Shaw, Michael Trasatti,
Robert Weigand, Lawrence
Weigand and Robert Whitaker.
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UPPERDARBY >> UpperDarby
school administrators and
school board members will
have a lot to sleep on as they
start to investigate delaying
the start time for high school
students.
A number of potential sce-

narioswere created by a com-
mittee of administrators and
made public for the first time
Tuesdaynighttopushbackthe
starttimeforsecondaryeduca-

tionstudents(highschooland/
ormiddleschool).Thedistrict’s
scenariosforpotentialdelayed
start time implementation
come three months after the
state published its own study
making the case for later start
times, with a general consen-
sus being 8:30 a.m. to provide
adequatesleep foradolescents
who generally go to bed later
and get up later than younger
students.
At present, Upper Darby

High School students start
theirday7:30a.m. andmiddle

school students start at 8 a.m.
Assistant Superintendent

Ed Marshaleck provided the
start times and some costs as-
sociated with seven options
outlining what may work for
the district if they and a de-
layed start:
Option1pusheshighschool

start timeback to8:30 tohave
four-block days at 83 minutes
perblock, limitingthenumber
ofcourses thatcanbe takento
24 credits. The middle school
starts at 8 a.m. with the ele-
mentary schools, having their

times made earlier to either 8
a.m. or 7:45. This option will
haveaninitialcostof$3.6mil-
lion to thedistrict tobuymore
school buses with a recurring
$3million cost.
Option 2 also has high

school starting at 8:30 a.m.,
butallstudentswillhaveafirst
blockcybercoursethatrequire
checking inwith that course’s
teacher orhomeroomteacher.
For this, the district would
need to buy more Chrome-
books and cyber licenses plus
$3.3 million for transporta-

tion, or invest $390,000 in
curriculum writing. There is
no change to elementary and
middle school start times.
Option3continues the8:30

a.m. start time at the high
schoolbutshrinksthe instruc-
tional time of the current five-
block day from 79 minutes to
65. Some $3.3 million in first-
year transportation costs ap-
ply. There is no change to el-
ementary and middle school
start times.
Option 4 pushes back the

high school start time to 8

a.m. and reduces the block in-
structional timeto71minutes.
$2.2millioninfirst-yeartrans-
portation costs apply. There is
no change to elementary and
middle school start times.
Option 5 has all current

start times pushed back one
hour. An initial investment of
$1.1millionwould be need for
transportation to accommo-
date bus routes for non-public
and charter students the dis-
trict is responsible to trans-
port.
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Chester Mayor Thaddeus Kirkland
joins retired Chester Police Sargent
James Ianni at the Fraternal Order
of Police William Penn Lodge #19’s
Retirement/Awards Ceremony
on Jan. 18. Ianni served with the
Chester Police Department from
1964-1987and was the oldest
retiree in attendance.
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Pictured at the Fraternal Order of Police William Penn Lodge #19’s
Retirement/Awards Ceremony Jan. 18are: Chester Police Detective
Brian Pott; Officer and FOP Vice President Joseph Dougherty; Officer
Robert Ticknor; Detective David DeFrank; Chief of Staff Cyrise Dixon;
Commissioner Otis Blair; retired Officer Lawrence Weigand and officer
and FOP President Jonathan Ross.
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